
C o n c e r t  F e a t u r e s :  
The World Premiere performance of River Run by James DeMars 

A d d i t i o n a l  R e p e r t o i r e  i n c l u d e s :  
Michael  Daugherty's Route 66 
Ferde Grofé's Mississippi Suite  

Dvořák's beloved Symphony # 9 “From the New World”

PRESENTS

Symphony
North Val ley

Orchestra

“Across America”
North Canyon High School Auditorium 

1700 E. Union Hills Dr., Phoenix

7 p.m., May 21, 2022

Concert Sponsor

A musical celebration of America's people and places.

Season Sponsor



The “Across America” concert  
is  sponsored by 

 
Floyde “Bill” Kozacek, (father of NVSO Music Director Kevin 

Kozacek), in memory of Bill’s wife of 73 years, Josephine  
“Jo’” Kozacek. The concert is also in memory of Josephine’s  
long-time friend Millie DeYoung Barnes, who often played  

piano duets with Jo’ throughout their musically rich friendship. 

Jo’, Kevin, and Bill Kozacek

Bill and Jo’ Kozacek  
Across America!

Jo’ Kozacek and Millie DeYoung Barnes playing duet.



New Patients - $1 Dental Exam and X-Rays Special 
(a $238 savings)

Unfortunately, in this economy regular dental check-ups are becoming more expensive, which 
is why we’re offering all NEW PATIENTS from this publication a SPECTCULAR $1 Dental 

Exam and X-Rays Special (regularly $239). With this $1 Dental Exam & X-Rays, you’ll  
instantly gain access to our incredible team of highly skilled staff.

Act now and take advantage of this INCREDIBLE offer! 
New Patients Only. One special per patient. Valid for first appointment scheduled. Applicable to non-insured patients.  

If using dental insurance, insurance to be billed at the insurance rates.

4910 E. Greenway Rd. 
Suite #6 

Scottsdale AZ 85254 
602.485.4747 

LernorFamilyDental.com 

NVSO, Congratulations on  
your 10th Season!





Sponsorship  Options   
All season and concert sponsorships include the following benefits: 
t Recognition/full-page ad in concert program  
t Acknowledgment in press release(s)  
t Lobby table for business promotion at concert(s) 
t Logo on concert promotional materials 
t Logo with website link on NVSO website 
t Recognition in concert powerpoint from stage 
t Facebook post acknowledging sponsorship 
t Listing in concert programs for concert season 
t 2 tickets to each sponsored concert  
 
Season Sponsorship: $3,000 
t Invitation to Gold Donor event for 2 people 
t 2 tickets to the NVSO Gala 
 
Concert Sponsorship: $1,000 
t Invitation to Gold Donor event for 2 people 
 

Would you or your business like to support  
the 2022-23 Concert Season? 

 
 
  Reminder: Musician Sponsorships

You can sponsor an NVSO section 
or musician.  Your donation will go 
to support the cost of that person 
or group playing with NVSO.  
  t Music Director - $750 
  t Youth Ensemble Director - $600 
  t Concertmaster - $500 
  t Full Section - $400 
  t Principal - $250   
  t Single Musician - $100 
 
In recognition, your name will appear on 
the personnel page for each concert! 
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2022-2023 Donor Options  
Vivace - $2,500+ 

Invitation to Gold & Silver Donor Events for 2 people 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

NVSO Swag Bag 
 

Allegro - $1,000-$2,499 
Invitation to Gold Donor Event for 2 people 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

NVSO Swag Bag 
 

Allegretto - $500-$999 
Invitation to Silver Donor Event for 2 people 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

NVSO Swag Bag 
 

Andante - $200-$499 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

 
Adagio - $100-$199 

Mention in concert program for 12 months
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Thank you for coming to our concert! 
NVSO has taken numerous precautions to keep our musicians 
and audience safe, but there is a certain level of risk that you 
assume when attending any public event. NVSO has designated 
our Board member and Lobby Manager, Irene Kufner, as a  
primary point of contact for reporting COVID exposures. If you 
exhibit symptoms or test positive for COVID-19 within 2 days 
of attending an NVSO concert, please contact Irene, or let 
your local health department know that you attended the  
concert so contact tracing can be implemented if necessary.  

- Irene Kufner - irenek@northvalleysymphony.org

Fine String Instruments
by Jody Summerford

For appointment 
Call 602-993-2966

Instrument Creation, 
Restoration and Repair 



A Letter from the President  
Welcome to North Valley Symphony  
Orchestra’s “Across America” concert, the last 
concert of the 2021-22 concert season! We  
are glad you decided to join us as we take a 
journey across the country on Route 66, visit 
the Mississippi River, travel through the lakes of 
Minnesota, and see the New World through the 
music of Dvořák. 
 
We are especially excited that you will be the 
first people to hear a performance of “River 

Run” by James DeMars! When we were thinking about ways to celebrate 
our 10th concert season, the idea of commissioning a new piece of music 
from a local composer seemed a perfect way to recognize the occasion! 
Our repertoire committee solicited samples from several composers  
and were thrilled when James DeMars agreed to accept the commission. 
We gave him the “Across America” theme and he wrote “River Run” to 
depict the trip down the river to his grandfather’s cabin in Minnesota. As 
you listen to the piece tonight imagine the motion of the river, the flitting 
birds at the water’s edge, and the areas where the river broadens out into 
a lake. Just don’t think about the famously giant mosquitos of Minnesota!  
It is not often that you get to be part of a world premiere performance,  
either as a musician or an audience. We hope you enjoy the piece! 
 
We can’t close out the season without saying a huge thank you to the 
many people who help to make NVSO a success…our musicians, their  
families, our artistic staff, the Board of Directors, all of our volunteers,  
our community partners, our sponsors and donors, and of course, you… 
our audience!   
 
Thank you for your continued support! We hope you will join us for the 
2022-23 season! 
 

Liz Galpin
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Due to copyright laws, audio and video 
recording of this concert is prohibited.



Kevin Kozacek, Music Director 
Originally from Colorado, Kevin Kozacek  
graduated from the University of Northern 
Colorado, where he earned a Bachelor’s  
degree in Music Education with an emphasis  
in choral conducting, under the tutelage of 
Dr. Howard Skinner. Mr. Kozacek received 
both his Master of Arts and Master of Music  
degrees from Northern Arizona University, 
studying orchestral conducting under Dr. 
Nicholas Ross and Dr. Daniel O'Bryant. He 
has additionally studied conducting under  
Maestros Lawrence Golan, Don Thulean, 
Apo Hsu, Harold Farberman, Raymond  

Harvey, and Zvonimir Hacko. Mr. Kozacek has guest-conducted  
orchestras in Kiev, Ukraine, and Krasnoyarsk, Russia, and been invited to 
conduct workshops and high school honor orchestras in local Arizona 
school districts. Mr. Kozacek has taught public school music in grades  
K-12, and directed theater, instrumental ensembles, and choral groups in 
churches and communities in England, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, and 
Arizona. He was the founding Artistic Director for ProMusica Arizona 
Chorale & Orchestra where he served for 9 years. In 2012, Mr. Kozacek 
was invited to serve as the founding Music Director for North Valley 
Symphony Orchestra, and was appointed as the Music Director and  
Conductor for Verde Valley Sinfonietta in Sedona, AZ in 2017. 

Biographies

Ellen Hansbury, Concertmaster   
Ellen began studying the violin at the age  
of four. At the University of Cincinnati's 
College Conservatory of Music, she went  
on to major in violin performance under the 
direction of Kurt Sassmannshaus. Ellen later 
earned her MBA from UC and decided to 
pursue a career in marketing. With a strong 
passion for music and performing, she  
continued to play in community orchestras. 
Ellen joined NVSO in 2015 and thoroughly 
enjoys the musicianship and sense of  
community this organization brings. When 
she's not playing the violin, Ellen explores 

the outdoors with her husband and their pups Stella and Samson.  
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Michael Daugherty  (b. 1954) is a well-known American composer 
whose music is rich with cultural references. His work bears the 
stamp of classic modernism, with complex tonalities and blocks  
of sound. At the same time, his melodies can be eloquent and 
stirring. After teaching from 1986 to 1991 at the Oberlin  
Conservatory of Music, Daugherty secured his current position  
as Professor of Composition at the University of Michigan.  
According to the League of American Orchestras, he is one of 
the ten most performed living American composers. His music 
has received six GRAMMY Awards, including Best Contemporary 
Classical Composition in 2010 for Deus ex Machina  and in 2016 
for Tales of Hemingway . 
 
Born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Daugherty is the oldest of five  
brothers, all professional musicians. They grew up in a musical 
household, with a father who played the drums in dance bands 
and a mother who sang in musical theater productions. As a 
young man, Daugherty studied composition with many of the  
preeminent composers of the 20th and was also an assistant to 
jazz arranger Gil Evans.  
 
Ferde Grofé (1892-1972) was an American composer, arranger, 
pianist and instrumentalist. He is best known for his 1931 five-
movement tone poem, Grand Canyon Suite , and for having  
orchestrated George Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue prior to its 
1924 premiere. 
 
Grofé’s family moved from New York City to Los Angeles when 
he was a child. His father was an actor and baritone singer, while 
his mother was a cellist and music instructor. Growing up in Los 
Angeles, Grofé attended public schools and studied with several 
music instructors. He attended St. Vincent’s College to study law 
in 1908, under pressure from his family. But he found work as a  
violinist at convention halls and as a pianist and arranger for  
various dance bands. 
 
Grofé’s first major suite, Mississippi Suite , premiered in 1926 in 
New York City, performed by the Paul Whiteman Orchestra.  
The suite was the first of many works Grofé dedicated to the 
American landscape and culture 

Program Notes
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James DeMars (b. 1952) is a composer and conductor who  
belongs to a generation that is revealing a new integration of 
world music with the depth and stylistic variety of the classical 
tradition.  DeMars is frequently involved in performances of his 
work as a conductor or pianist. These include the national  
premiere of his work, An American Requiem , at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington and nationally televised performances at 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York.  
 
DeMars collaborated with Native American flutist R. Carlos Nakai 
in creating four CDs for Canyon Records. Two World Concerto 
received two Native American Music Awards and led to the 2008 
release of DeMars' inter-cultural oratorio, GUADALUPE . In 2010 
he received the Governor's Arizona Artist of the Year Award, 
and in 2016 two Arizona Theater awards for best opera libretto 
and music. DeMars is Professor Emeritus at Arizona State  
University.  
 
NVSO is honored to have James compose the commissioned 
piece River Run to commemorate our 10th concert season. 
 
Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904) was the first Czech or Slavic  
composer to achieve worldwide recognition.  He was born in a 
small village north of Prague, and was the eldest of 14 children. 
His father was a professional zither player, an innkeeper and a 
butcher. Folk music accompanied every family occasion, and 
young Antonín soon joined his father in the local band – and 
served as an apprentice butcher. 
 
The youthful Dvořák studied organ, violin, and piano. He later 
played viola in the Bohemian Provisional Theatre Orchestra,  
performing in restaurants and at balls. In 1871, he resigned from 
the orchestra to concentrate on composing, while scraping  
together a living by teaching the piano. Dvořák's first composing 
efforts received no critical reception or public performance. The 
self-critical composer even burned some of his early works. The  
interest of the critic Eduard Hanslick and the composer Johannes 
Brahms gave Dvořák's career a boost 
 
In 1891 Dvořák was appointed as a professor at the Prague  
Conservatory.  But one year later, he was lured to New York by 
the unimaginable salary of $15,000 - 25 times what he was paid at 
the Prague Conservatory! During his time in America, Dvořák 
produced three of his most famous works - the String Quartet 
No.12 , known as the 'American' , the Cello Concerto in B minor , 
and the 'New World' Symphony. 

Program Notes cont...
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Route 66 
(This piece is sponsored by Marcia Tague) 

 
Mississippi Suite 
I.    Father of the Waters  
II.   Huckleberry Finn 
III.  Old Creole Days 
IV.  Mardi Gras 
(This piece is sponsored anonymously) 
 
River Run 
(This commissioned piece is in celebration of 
NVSO’s 10th Concert Season) 
 
 
-  I n t e r m i s s i o n  -  
 
 
Symphony No. 9 "From the New World” 
I.   Adagio – Allegro molto 
II.   Largo
III.  Molto vivace 
IV. Allegro con fuoco 
(This piece is sponsored by Marcia Tague) 
 
 
North Valley Symphony Orchestra 
Kevin Kozacek, Conductor
 

Across America
Michael Daugherty 
(b. 1954) 
 

Ferde Grofé  
(1892–1972)   
 
 
 
 
 
James DeMars  
(b. 1952) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Antonín Dvořák 
(1841–1904) 

Due to copyright laws, audio and video 
recording of this concert is prohibited.

Please turn off your cell phones.



Adult  Orchestra 
First Violin 
Ellen Hansbury + 
Gabrielle Getty ^ 
Pearl N.M. Bailey 
Beth Chiarenza 
Jenny Choi 
Kaitlyn Golden 
Haley McKeown 
Breana Mock Keen 
Lisa Tufts 
   Sponsored by  
   “nonconformist” 
Dr. Melinda Wang 
 
Second Violin 
Tracy N. Petersen * 
Asusena Aparicio- 
  Valles 
Gabrielle Beam 
Michaela Braun 
Sylvia Depta 
Eileen Friedman 
Jenna Friedman 
Heidi Kosiorek 
Carina Montoya 
Orlando Moss 
Christian Ortega 
Carol Routh 
 
Viola 
Emma Mazur * 
Cathy Alonzo 
Elizabeth Birch 
Kathy Mattern 
   Sponsored by Victoria 
    Nee 
Parikhit Sinha 
Harriett Walker 
 
Cello 
Liz Galpin * 
  sponsored by Dr.  
  Herbert M. Swick 
Virginia Conrad 
Lisa Crawford 

Emily Helton-Riley 
Ella Marencic  
    MacDonald 
Mark Pyle 
Alyssa Tappendorf 
Rob Willis 
 
Bass 
Byron Edgar * 
Daniel Morrissey 
Dr. Howard M.  
    Robinson 
   Sponsored by Wendy 
    Tucker 
Fred Wengrzynek 
 
Flute 
Cheryl Riggle * 
   Sponsored by Conner  
   Law PLC 
Morgan Chaisson 
Nora Welsh 
 
Piccolo 
Nora Welsh 
 
Oboe 
Bryan Held 
Suzanne Johnsen 
 
English Horn 
Suzanne Johnsen 
 
Clarinet 
Mandy Gifford * 
Nancy Smith 
Annemarie Strzelecki 
 
Bass Clarinet 
Mandy Gifford  
 
Bassoon 
Gina L. Stevens * 
Michelle Horowitz 

Horn 
Philip Johnson * 
Chris Clark 
Anita Murray 
Steven Thomasson 
Dawson Wallace 
 
Trumpet 
Bobby Pirtle * 
Teddi English 
Leah Hodge 
 
Trombone 
Dylan Suehiro * 
Lee Cook 
Nathaniel Michael 
 
Tuba 
Michael Burt * 
 
Percussion 
Eric Sundberg * 
John Bailey 
Jonathan Barnea 
Cindy Kozacek 
Melissa Krout 
Alyssa Tappendorf 
 
Piano 
Lillian Coulter  
 
Harp 
Pam Hahn # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personnel listed  
alphabetically after principal 
or concertmaster 
+ Concertmaster      
 ̂Assistant Concertmaster      

* Principal     
 # Guest 
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2 Ways to Support NVSO
Shop at AmazonSmile 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support us every time you shop, at no cost 
to you. When you shop www.smile.amazon.com, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the 
charitable organization you select. To sign up, go to your Amazon  
account, "search" and click on Amazon Smile. In the lower left hand  
corner, type in North Valley Symphony Orchestra. From that point  
on, when you log into Smile. Amazon, at the top of the page, it will say 
"Supporting: North Valley Symphony Orchestra." That's all there is 
to it!  
Sign up for Fry's Reward Program 
Use your Fry's Rewards Card to benefit North Valley  
Symphony Orchestra. Simply designate NVSO at your 
Fry's online account as your favorite non-profit. Every time you shop, 
Fry's will automatically offer a rebate to NVSO with no extra cost to 
you. To sign up, if you don't have an online Fry's account, create one at 
https://www.frysfood.com/account/create. THEN, in account settings, 
click "edit" under Community Rewards. Enter NVSO's NPO number - 
81502 - to "Find your Organization." Make sure to save your changes.

NEeD aN OriginaL sonG 
fOR A  sPEciaL OccasioN?
602.403.6200 / WendyWeberMusic.com   
Custom Song Writing and Performance 

Wendy  

Webe
r



Donors
Vivace ($2,500+) 
Steve & Linda Thomasson 
Jody & Marcia Summerford * 
 
Allegro ($1,000-$2,499) 
Mike & Liz Galpin 
Kevin & Cindy Kozacek 
Chris & Pearl Mahar 
Richard Marencic & Sara Vogt  
Bill & Tracy Petersen 
Hao & Michelle Wang 
 
Allegretto ($500-$999) 
Marcy & Richard Carroll 
Bryan & Andrea Crouch 
Karl & Cyndee Jenkins 
Bill & Jo’ Kozacek 
Roy Miller 
Govardhanan Nagaiah 
Robert Pirtle 
Pete Schulte, Lucky Dog Images * 
Colleen Scott 
Marcia Tague 
Dennis & Debbie Umber 
Ron & Callie Uptain 
Joan Velotta 
 
Andante ($200-$499) 
Doug Arvin 
Ibo Bergt 
Michaela Braun & Brian Bubach 
Chris & Curtis Clark 
Scott & Slyvia Depta 
Steve DiBitetto & Nora Welsh 
Michael & Eileen Friedman 
Irma Loebe 
Jeannine Moyle 
Andrew & Anita Murray 
Sharon Stacey 
Dr. Herbert M. Swick 
Fred & Barbara Wengrzynek 
Tina Williams - In honor of Jackson  
   Williams 
 
Adagio ($100-$199) 
Kate & Dennis Adler 
Pearl Bailey 
Richard Barker 
Elizabeth Birch 
Harry Curtin 
Byron Edgar 
Twylla Gordon 

Nora M Johnston 
Alexander & Heidi Kosiorek 
Irene Kufner 
Tammie Langdon 
Victoria Nee 
Dave & Michele Obrochta 
The Sandhu Family 
The Sinha Family 
Sharon Spence - In very loving  
     memory of my BFF and big  
     sister Julie Reynolds 
 
Corporate Donations 
Amazon Smile 
Anytime Autoglass 
Auberge at Peoria Memory Care 
CIT + (Kathy Mattern) 
CNA + (Linda Thomasson) 
Conner Law, PLC 
Fry's Community Rewards 
JCJ Architecture 
Shut My Mouth Bakery 
TalkCycle LLC dba FrontSpin 
Upper Crust Pizza 
USAA + (Emily Sandhu and Ariana  
     Mendez) 
Wickenburg Children’s Cultural 
     Organization 
 
2021-2022 Sponsors 
Season Sponsor: The Crouch   
     Group AZ 
December Concert Sponsor: i-Med 
March Concert Sponsor:  CASCO 
      Financial 
May Concert Sponsor: Bill Kozacek -  
     In memory of Josephine Kozacek 
     and Millie DeYoung Barnes 
Ivory Gala Sponsor: Leading Edge  
     Senior Care 
Ivory Gala Sponsor: Phoenix Metro  
     Chamber Foundation 
 
Grantors 
Arizona Commission on the Arts 
Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture 
 
* In-kind donation 
+ Corporate matching donation 
All donations are tax-deductible. Donations 
can be made on our website (www.North-
ValleySymphony.org). Donors will be listed 
in the program for one calendar year. 

Thanks to the generous support from donors like you. 
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to our hardworking staff  
and board members

Member-at-Large: 
Asusena Aparicio-Valles, Kimeree Bates, Michaela Braun, Tracy 

Petersen, Gina Stevens, and Rob Willis 
 

Staff 
Music Director – Kevin Kozacek 

Adult Ensemble Manager – Lisa Tufts  
Youth Orchestra Director – Josh Lynch 

Youth Orchestra Ensemble Manager – Gilah Nemiroff  
Youth Strings Director – Orlando Moss 

Youth Strings Ensemble Manager – Seema Anand  
Symphonettes Director – Maurine Fleming 

Symphonettes Ensemble Manager – Ariana Mendez  
Logistics Manager - J.J. Bartley and Rob Willis 

Board of Directors 
President - Liz Galpin Vice President - Suzy Lieber  
Treasurer - Irene Kufner Secretary - Nora Welsh  
Music Director – Kevin Kozacek
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To help us celebrate our 10th concert 
season, NVSO commissioned an oil  
painting in the impressionist style by  
Kamron Coleman. The artist used  
photos from our October concert as  
inspiration. Limited edition 24" x 16" print 
of the painting.are available for purchase 
in the lobby while supplies last.  Price per 
print is $95.
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Purchase Your NVSO Print

Join NVSO for the 2022-2023 Season

More details to come pending venue confirmation. Check our website, 
join our mailing list, or follow us on Facebook to stay up-to-date!

"The Queen's 
 Jubilee"   

Oct 2022

"A Joyous 
Christmas"  
Dec 2022

"Across the  
Universe"   
Mar 2023

"Spirit of the 
American West" 

May 2023



Dr. Greg Muchnij 
Gentle, Proven Chiropractic

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE  
USING STEM CELL THERAPY

Live Pain Free 
 

My Chiropractic Health & Wellness Center 
4550 E. Bell Rd., Bldg 8, Suite 284 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 
(602) 866-3505 

RSVP for free upcoming seminar.

Jen Wolfe 
602-303-7203 
loupgarou82@gmail.com 
www.JenWolfeCreative.com 
1609 Election Way 
Montrose, CO 81401
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Dr. Greg Muchnij 
Gentle, Proven Chiropractic

BEEN IN AN AUTO ACCIDENT?

Live Pain Free 
 

My Chiropractic Health & Wellness Center 
4550 E. Bell Rd., Bldg 8, Suite 284 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 
(602) 866-3505 

Text mychiropractor to 72727 for more information.



Dr. Greg Muchnij 
Gentle, Proven Chiropractic

BEEN IN AN AUTO ACCIDENT?

Live Pain Free 
 

My Chiropractic Health & Wellness Center 
4550 E. Bell Rd., Bldg 8, Suite 284 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 
(602) 866-3505 

Text mychiropractor to 72727 for more information.



Dr. Greg Muchnij 
Gentle, Proven Chiropractic

LIVING IN PAIN? LET US HELP!

Live Pain Free 
 

My Chiropractic Health & Wellness Center 
4550 E. Bell Rd., Bldg 8, Suite 284 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 
(602) 866-3505 

Text mychiropractor to 72727 for more information.

Call us to see how you can

Make A Difference”

602-343-6422
volunteer.coordinators@hospicewestaz.com

VOLUNTEERS, WE NEED YOU!VOLUNTEERS, WE NEED YOU!

The piece "Route 66" has a percussion part for 
Brake Drum. Special thanks to Brakes Plus for  
donating the brake drum for use in that piece.



expertise.

 

redwwealth.com

wealth management

why
Our Why is to create and foster trusted relationships.

how
How we do that is by distinguishing ourselves as:

• Fee-only fiduciaries
• Highly-credentialed professionals
• Providing unique depth and breadth of services

what
What we offer is a better way to manage wealth.

our vision
We see an environment where people feel valued 

and confident with our counsel.




