
North Valley Youth Strings (NVYS) 
Audition Procedures 

 
 
It’s time to audition!!  Many of us have lots of anxiety just hearing the word “audition.” But, in the world of 
performing arts, it is a part of the fabric of what we do, so you must learn to accomplish them with the least 
amount of stress as possible. And remember, the more you do auditions, the easier that they become.   
 
The best way to avoid anxiety is to prepare well. Start early, and practice every day, even if for only a few 
minutes, leading up to the audition. 
 
All players should prepare: 
 
1. A Solo Piece: This solo piece (or excerpt from a piece) of your choice should be representative of your 
overall musical and technical ability. It can be an etude from a methods book that you are studying. Solos 
should be no more than 2 minutes in length. Choose a piece that you are comfortable with, and which has both 
a technically challenging section, and a more lyric section that can demonstrate your expression.  
 
2. Scales: Prepare the following scales. Violins, violas and cellos must be proficient in 2 octave scales. Basses 
must be proficient in 1 octave scales: 
 

Major: C, F, Bb, Eb, G, D, A 
Melodic Minor: a, d, g, c, e 

 

 Each musician will be asked to play at least two scales. Please be prepared to accomplish the scales in 3 
different bowings:  slur 4, slur 8, and staccato. Please use the scales that are provided at the website. 
 
3. Sight Reading: Don’t neglect practicing sight reading pieces you are unfamiliar with to help prepare for this 
part of the audition. You will sight read a portion of a piece that we will perform this season. 
 
4. Excerpts: Download the excerpt specific to your instrument from the “Join Us/North Valley Youth Strings” 
page of the NVSO public website http://www.northvalleysymphony.org/youth-strings.  
 
Final notes…. 
 

• Make sure you contact us for an audition appointment.  
• Rehearsals for NVYS are on Monday nights, with at least one outreach concert and final concert each 

semester. Make sure you are willing to commit the time for rehearsals, concerts, home practice and 
lessons before deciding to join NVYS. 

 
Best of Luck!! 
 
Orlando Moss, NVYS Director 
orlandom@northvalleysymphony.org 
 
Kevin Kozacek, Music Director, NVSO 
conductor@northvalleysymphony.org 
623-980-4628 


