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Enjoy the program!



This concert is proudly
sponsored by....
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A Letter from the President
Welcome to the first North Valley Symphony 
Orchestra (NVSO) concert of the 2017-18 
concert season. We are delighted that you have
joined us for our “Russian Roundup” concert! 

We have a lot of exciting things in store for this
year. We are adding a matinee performance 
of our popular “Holiday Pops” concert, will be
showcasing some of our own talented musicians
in the “Concertos and More” concert, and will be
partnering with the Las Vegas Master Singers to

perform the “Best of Broadway and Opera”. We hope you will be able to join
us for all of these amazing concerts!

Our three youth ensembles are also keeping busy this year! They have 
concerts scheduled in December and May, as well as several outreach
events. The Youth Octet will perform at the Cholla branch library in Novem-
ber and all youth members at the Outlets at Anthem in December. Please
come out to hear these talented students at one of their concerts or out-
reach events!

On a personal note, today’s concert is special for me. In 1988, I had the 
opportunity to travel to the Soviet Union with my high school orchestra. The
U.S.S.R. was just starting to open its borders for cultural exchanges, and it
was a tremendous opportunity for us to connect with people of a different
culture through the language of music. I will never forget interacting with a
6-year-old boy in Novgorod. He and his father approached me after our 
concert because the boy wanted to give me a famous Novgorod bell. Why
me? Because his mother also played the cello! The gateway to understanding
other cultures is through travel, and music helps open those doors. I decided
to become a repertoire sponsor today in memory of my high school orches-
tra teacher, Robert Chase. He opened doors to a wider world through music
for so many students.

We hope to bring you a taste of Russia’s rich culture and history through
today’s performance.  Enjoy your musical journey to Russia!  

Liz Galpin
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Would you or your company like to sponsor an upcoming
concert? Look at all the benefits you receive...

Concert Sponsorship ($1,000)
* 15 free concert tickets in reserved seating
* A full-page advertisement in the program
* Logo on marketing materials and press releases
* 2 complimentary tickets to the annual Gala Event
* Sponsor table in lobby

Repertoire Sponsorship 
Repertoire sponsors help NVSO purchase our
concert music. Your name will be placed in the
program as the Repertoire Sponsor when the
piece is performed.

"Holiday Pops" Concert, Dec. 16 & 17
Mannheim Steamroller:
Gruber Stille Nacht, $35 (already sponsored)
Trans Siberian Orchestra:
O'Neill/Kinkel Christmas Eve/Sarajevo, $140
O'Neill/Kinkel Wizards in Winter, $140
O'Neill/Kinkel Dreams of Fireflies (On a Christmas
Night), $72
O'Neill/Kinkel A Mad Russian's Christmas, $140

“Concertos and More” Concert, Mar. 3
Vieuxtemps Concerto No. 4, Op. 31, "Mvmt I", $110
Schumann Piano Concerto in A minor, Op 54,
"Mvmt I, Allegro affettuoso”, $115

Sponsorship must be received 3 weeks prior to the
concert in order receive recognition in the program.

To be a concert or repertoire sponsor, visit our 
website at www.northvalleysymphony.org and 

click on Support Us/Patron or Business Support. page 5
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Phoenix Patio Systems designs and installs energy efficient
and durable patio covers/carports, pergolas, window
awnings and a variety of other shade products.

Contact us  for a free quote!

602-712-0792
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

www.phxpatios.com

ALUMINUM PERGOLAS & AWNINGS

ROC License #’s 124073 & 124074

Low Maintenance No Painting

Insect Resistant Customizable

Limited Lifetime Mfg. Warranty
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Moscow

Modest Mussorgsky (1839-1881) was a member of a group of Russian composers
known as "The Five", which included Borodin, Cui, Balakirev, Rimsky-Korsakov, and
Mussorgsky. “The Five” were devoutly nationalistic and wrote pieces that conveyed
a Russian musical identity. Because of this, many of Mussorgsky’s works were 
inspired by Russian history and folklore, including his opera Boris Godunov, the 
orchestral tone poem Night on Bald Mountain and the suite Pictures at an Exhibi-
tion. “Pictures” was originally composed as a cycle of piano pieces describing paint-
ings in an exhibit hall, which was later arranged for orchestra by Maurice Ravel.
Mussorgsky was born into a wealthy family, began piano lessons with his mother at
age six, and at age twelve published his first piano piece. Mussorgsky continued the
family tradition of military service and entered the Cadet School of the Guards at
the age of 13. Music remained important to him while there; his abilities as a pianist
put him in great demand from fellow cadets at gatherings and dances. In 1858, 
Mussorgsky resigned his commission to devote himself entirely to music. His music
has proven to be an inspiration for many Russian composers, most notably the sym-
phonies of Shostakovich and Prokofiev’s operas.

Alexander Borodin (1833-1887) was not only a renowned Russian composer, but also
a physician and chemist. Borodin is best known for his symphonies, his two string
quartets, the tone poem In the Steppes of Central Asia, and his opera Prince Igor.
Music from Prince Igor and his string quartets was later incorporated into the Amer-
ican production of the musical Kismet. Borodin was a strong advocate of women’s
rights, and founded the School of Medicine for Women. Born in Saint Petersburg,
he pursued a career in chemistry and spent a year as a military surgeon after grad-
uation. Though music was mostly a secondary vocation, Borodin’s music is very pop-
ular, and it is recognized for strong lyricism and rich harmonies, with some obvious
influence from western composers. However, as a member of “The Five,” his music
is steeped with Russian flavor. His passionate compositional techniques had a lasting
influence on the younger French composers Debussy and Ravel.

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) is recognized as among the most popular com-
posers of classical repertoire. Like Mussorgsky, Tchaikovsky began piano lessons
at an early age and proved to be a precocious student. Within three years, he 
became as adept at reading music as his teacher. He was the first Russian composer
whose music made a lasting international impression, due largely to his tours as a
guest conductor in Europe and the United States. Tchaikovsky became so popular
that in 1884, Emperor Alexander III awarded him a lifetime pension. However,
Tchaikovsky’s popularity was also a source of contention among other Russian
composers and teachers, including “The Five,” who often negatively critiqued his
music because of his western tendencies. Tchaikovsky’s music displays a wide sty-
listic and emotional range, from simple chamber works to his powerful major sym-
phonies. Many of his works employ traditional classical form reminiscent of
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Saint Petersburg

18th-century composers such as Mozart (his favorite composer). Other works, such
as his last three symphonies, employ a complex form that allows for much more 
intense musical expression. Tchaikovsky's popularity is due in large part to his focus
on connecting with his listener, not becoming a slave to any specific form or nation-
alistic agenda.

Mikhail Glinka (1804-1857) was one of the first composers to be widely recognized
within his own country of Russia. Glinka is sometimes regarded as the father of
Russian classical music, and his compositions served as an example for future 
Russian composers. A Life for the Tsar was the first of Glinka's two great operas,
and was originally entitled Ivan Susanin. The story is set in 1612, and centers on the
Russian peasant and patriotic hero, Ivan Susanin, who sacrifices his life for the Tsar
by leading a group of Polish mercenaries away from the Tsar’s position. The com-
position was a great success at its premiere in 1836, and Emperor Nicholas I 
rewarded Glinka for his work with a ring valued at 4,000 rubles. Though he was
not a member of “The Five,” Glinka’s blending of Russian historical subjects with
western and Russian compositional techniques helped set the standard for the 
nationalistic movement.

Dmitri Shostakovich (1906-1975) is widely regarded as one of the major composers
of the 20th century. His initial fame was aided by the patronage of Soviet chief of
staff Mikhail Tukhachevsky. Shostakovich often suffered a difficult relationship with
the Stalinist government, yet he also received numerous accolades and state
awards. He served as a member of the Supreme Soviet from 1947 until his death.
During the “Great Terror” of 1936, Shostakovich narrowly avoided political condem-
nation and banishment after criticism of his opera Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk
District. Music critics, political leaders, and even Stalin himself severely rebuked
Shostakovich as a “formalist,” which was dangerously regarded as an avant-garde
artist that was too liberal for the strictly controlled government. Shostakovich 
immediately responded by writing the Fifth Symphony, which was much more con-
servative than his earlier compositions. The 1937 premiere in Leningrad was a 
resounding success; the audience and critics were moved to tears. Critics were of
the opinion that Shostakovich had learned from his mistakes and matured into a
true Soviet composer, and Pravda published an article under Shostakovich's name
entitled, "A Soviet Artist's Creative Response to Just Criticism.” In the end,
Shostakovich seems to have only done what was necessary to survive in the com-
munist regime. Many of his works, such as his Fifth Symphony, include numerous
musical motifs and hidden clues that negatively reference the oppressive Soviet
leadership and government. 

— program notes by Kevin Kozacek



Join NVSO's Symphony Guild
Do you love music, but can't play a note? 

You can still support North Valley Symphony 
Orchestra by joining the Symphony Guild!

This volunteer organization is for people who want to be involved
and support the orchestra. There are a variety of tasks, including
ushering, stage set-up and tear-down, fundraising, and donor 
interaction. With volunteer help, we will be able to keep ticket
prices at $5 per person, hopefully forever, making music readily
accessible to the entire community!

Visit www.northvalleysymphony.org for more details.

Each concert, we will provide a fun, educational handout with 
interesting facts, word-searches, fill-in-the-blank games and 
coloring activities about the composers and instruments 
featured in that concert.

Look for the Discover the Score handout in our lobby.

If you would like your school to participate in this free program.
please have your music teacher contact us!  

NVSO invites young musicians to participate in...

Attention
Young 

Musicians!



Pictures at an Exhibition
Promenade; Mvmt X: Great Gates of Kiev Mussorgsky

In the Steppes of Central Asia Borodin

Romeo and Juliet Fantasy - Overture Tchaikovsky

NVSO Adult Orchestra
Kevin Kozacek, Conductor

20-Minute Intermission

Sabre Dance Khatchaturian, arr. Ricketts 
(This piece is sponsored by Jill Rausch)

Russian Sailors Dance Gliere, arr. Belisario 

NVSO Youth Orchestra
Josh Lynch, Conductor

A Life for the Tsar Overture Glinka
(This piece is sponsored by Liz Galpin, in memory of Robert Chase)

Symphony #5, Mvmt IV Shostakovich, arr. Bulla 

NVSO Adult Orchestra
Kevin Kozacek, Conductor

"RUSSIAN 
ROUNDUP"
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Orchestra Personnel
First Violin
Craig Triplett *+
Josh Lynch ^
Nicole Campos
Renee Estes
Frank Islas
Tracy Petersen
Carol Routh
Noel Washington

Second Violin
Beth Chiarenza*
Mel Green
Isabel Gutierrez
Albert Islas
Heidi Kosiorek
Deborah Lindley
Michelle Lowry
Pearl Mahar
Haley McKeown
Orlando Moss
Harrison Newton

Viola
Jessica Triplett*
Caitlin Corbett
Juanita Jackson
Kristyn Orgill
Janet Plummer
Ricky Sinha
Katie Tay

Cello
Liz Galpin*
Emily Helton-Riley
Michelle Hill
Eunju Lee
Julie Silverstein
Brielle Watchman

Bass
Mary Kelly*
Byron Edgar**
Howard Robinson
Dylan Suehiro
Fred Wengrzynek

Flute
Cheryl Riggle*
Joshua Barnes
Nora Welsh (piccolo)

Oboe
Ted Plambeck*
Suzanne Johnsen
Eliot Lee

English Horn
Suzanne Johnsen*

Clarinet
Mandy Gifford*
Nora Johnston
Annemarie Strzelecki

Bassoon
Ben Davis*
Colette Neish

Horn
Philip Johnson*
Chris Clark
Anita Murray
Ione Murray
Steve Thomasson

Trumpet
David Reed*
Teddi English
Lori Hefner
Dennis Umber

Trombone
Ryan Diefenderfer*
Erin Ash
Dennis Patterson

Tuba
Mike Burt*

Harp
Emma Quinn **
Maya Lai **

Piano
Kathy Mattern

Percussion
Hal Gill*
John Bailey
Rebecca DeMarco
Cindy Kozacek
Melissa Krout

Personnel listed alphabetically after principal or concertmaster
+ Concertmaster     ^ Assistant Concertmaster     * Principal     ** Guest



Kevin Kozacek, Music Director
Originally from Colorado, Kevin Kozacek grad-
uated from the University of Northern Col-
orado, where he earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Music Education, with an emphasis in choral
conducting, under the tutelage of Dr. Howard
Skinner. Mr. Kozacek received both his Master
of Education and Master of Music degrees from
Northern Arizona University, studying orches-
tral conducting under Dr. Nicholas Ross and Dr.
Daniel O'Bryant. He has additionally studied
conducting under Maestros Lawrence Golan,
Don Thulean, App Hsu, Harold Farberman, Ray-

mond Harvey, and Zvonimir Hacko. Mr. Kozacek has guest-conducted orches-
tras in Kiev, Ukraine, and Krasnoyarsk, Russia, and been invited to conduct
workshops and high school honor orchestras in local Arizona school districts.
Mr. Kozacek taught public school music in grades K-12, and directed theater, in-
strumental ensembles, and choral groups in churches and communities in Eng-
land, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, and Arizona. He was the founding Artistic
Director for ProMusica Arizona Chorale & Orchestra, and was invited in 2012
to serve as the founding Music Director for North Valley Symphony Orchestra.
Mr. Kozacek was recently appointed as Music Director for the Verde Valley
Sinfonietta in Sedona, beginning with the 2017-2018 concert season. Mr. Koza-
cek and his wife, Cindy, are proud parents of two sons, Matt and Chris, and have
two grandchildren, Audrey and Owen.

Biographies



Biographies

Youth Orchestra Personnel
First Violin
Nicole Campos *+
Karlo Canete
Becca Felton
Jonathan Green
Isabel Gutierrez
Haley McKeown
Harrison Newton
Laura Weiner

Second Violin 
Luke Studnicka *
Alyssa Anderson
London Childs
Lourde Childs
Juliana deMello
Jenna Friedman
Natasha Jarick

Viola
Rasa Walter *
Juanita Jackson
Gabby Sandhu
Megan Tomson

Cello
Ella Marencic *
Nathan Hayward

Bass
Kyle Symonds*

Personnel listed alphabetically after principal or
concertmaster
+ Concertmaster  * Principal    

Craig Triplett, Concertmaster  
Craig began playing the violin at the age of 9 in
St. Louis, Missouri.  At 17, he won the CASA
Concerto Competition and performed the
Bruch Violin Concerto with the CASA Sym-
phonic Orchestra.  Mr. Triplett studied violin
and viola at Southern Illinois University for two
years, during which he was accepted to the
Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition,
where he and his ensemble performed the
Shostakovich String Quartet No. 8 in the semi-
finals. Mr. Triplett transferred to Northern Ari-
zona University on scholarship, where he met

his stand partner in life, Jessica. While at NAU, Mr. Triplett won the concerto
competition and performed the Stamitz Viola Concerto with the NAU Sym-
phony Orchestra. Mr. Triplett also performed in the Flagstaff Symphony Or-
chestra as Assistant Principal Violist for several years.  He received his Bachelor
of Music Performance degree on the viola from NAU in 2002.  More recently,
he served as Principal Violist of the North Valley Symphony Orchestra before
accepting the position of concertmaster. Craig enjoys mountain biking, watching
auto racing, and the enthusiastic applause he receives when he performs for
his sons, Parker and Mason.
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Fine String Instruments

by Jody Summerford

For appointment
Call 602-993-2966

Instrument Creation,
Restoration and Repair

Join the Orchestra
NVSO is comprised of current teachers, com-
munity musicians, and advanced students who
are in school orchestras and/or taking private
lessons. If you are interested in joining the 
orchestra, you can schedule an audition by...

Emailing
conductor@northvalleysymphony.org

or visiting the website and clicking 
on the Join Us tab



Are you coming to one of the "Holiday Pops" concerts Dec. 16 &
17? Get in the holiday spirit by helping NVSO collect household
items and new toys for the Harvest Compassion Center (HCC)!

The HCC is a one-stop shop for anyone in need. It is set up like
a mini-mart, where guests are able to shop and choose their 
desired food, household products, and clothing FREE of charge.

Items needed include:
TShampoo/Conditioner

TBar Soap/Deodorant

TDish Soap

TToothbrushes/Toothpaste

TRazors/Shaving Cream

TFeminine Hygiene Products

TToilet Paper/ TPaper Towels

TNew Toys

Help NVSO give 
the joy of the season! 

harvestcompassioncenter.org
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We will have collection bins
for these items at the con-
certs on both December 16th
and 17th. Please help us sup-
port this fantastic community
resource for those in need. 

Donors will receive a 
FREE raffle ticket 
for the December 

concert raffle.

•Destination Weddings
•Honeymoons
•River/Ocean Cruises
•All-Inclusive Resorts
•Group Travel
•Family Reunions

623-777-4677
Robert Miksovsky
Member of ASTA, CLIA, IATA/IATAN
Certified Hawai'i Destination Specialist
Special Needs Certified
robert.miksovsky@cruiseplanners.com
www.reliabletravelplanners.com



by Wendy
Weber

Making Messages Sing!
Original Songs Composed For: Couples, Pets, 

Occasions, Business Events and Products

Wendy Weber / CSD
602-403-6200
Wendy@WWeberMusic.com
WendyWeberMusic.com

Putting your memorable
events to music!
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Do you need serious solutions 
and sustainable results to 
build a better business?
MEDDLERS provides the most effective 
corporate team assessment, facilitation
and coaching.

602-842-5272
www.meddlers.com
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TO OUR HARDWORKING
STAFF AND BOARD

Staff
Music Director – Kevin Kozacek

Adult Orchestra Manager – Jill Rausch

Youth Orchestra Director – Josh Lynch
Youth Orchestra Manager – Suzanne Walter

Youth Strings Director – Orlando Moss
Youth Strings Managers – Dora Lai and Isabel Palomino

Symphonettes Director – Caitlin Corbett
Symphonettes Orchestra Manager – Catherine Rabinovich

Music Librarian - Beth Chiarenza 

President - Liz Galpin
Vice President  - (open)
Treasurer - Laura Kinney
Secretary - Cindy Kozacek

Members at large:
John Bergt

Kevin Kozacek
Tracy Petersen

Nora Welsh
Fred Wengrzynek

Jen Wolfe

MikeBPhoto
MikeBPhoto.net

Preserve your
best memories!

Board of Directors



DONORS

Vivace ($2,500+)
Jody and Marcia 

Summerford
Jen Wolfe, Wolfe Creative

Allegro ($1,000-$2,499) 
Anonymous
CNA
Kevin and Cindy Kozacek
Rick Marencic and 

Sarah Vogt
Phillip and Janet Plummer
Steven and 

Linda Thomasson

Allegretto ($500-$999)
Ronald and Renee Estes
Brad and Carol Routh
Ms. Portia R. White-Buze    

and Mr. James C. Harris
Tracy Petersen

Andante ($200-$499)
Mike Benedetto
Mariolla and Jude de Mello
Mike and Liz Galpin
James and Elizabeth Haag
Donna Kublin
Jim and Elena Thornton
Dennis and Debbie Umber
David and Ro Vaselaar

Adagio ($100-$199)
Paul Benz
Richard and Barbara Eon
Eileen Friedman
Janet Hannon
John and Chris Hurguy
Gwen Jarick
Nora Johnston
Evon Kishbaugh
Lee Lange II

Adagio cont...
Trent O’Brien
Patrice and Paul Sheldon
Nora Welsh and

Steve DiBitetto
Fred & Barbara Wengrzynek

2017-18 Concert Sponsors:
Preferred Travel Services
I Need An Angel
The Louie Foundation
Dr. Howard Robinson (i-Med)

Grants:
Arizona Commission on 

the Arts
City of Phoenix Office 

of Arts and Culture

All donations are tax-deductible.
Donations can be made on our website

www.NorthValleySymphony.org

Donors will be listed in the program 
for one calendar year.
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The orchestra exists thanks to the generous support 
from donors like you. Thank you!



Special Thanks
Linda Thomasson, Lobby Manager

C.C. Childree, Guild Chairman
Administrators and Staff of PVUSD 

Mike Benedetto, Photographer

...and to all the NVSO members, spouses, parents, and local
community members that volunteer so much time and effort
as lobby helpers, ushers, and with concert logistics and set-
up. Without your help, NVSO would not exist! THANKS1

Partial funding provided by the
Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture
through appropriations from the
Phoenix City Council.

This concert is supported in part by the Ari-
zona Commission on the Arts, which receives
support from the State of Arizona and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

page 22

FREE
SERVICE
for Seniors

& Their
Families

 senior housing, call 

to find exactly the right place.

Your initial, no-obligation consultation
Identify lifestyle, healthcare and financial considerations
Finding ways to reduce your monthly costs

OUR OASIS 5-STEP PROCESS
1

2

3

4

5

TODD SINCLAIR
Senior Living Advisor

480.589.7164

SIMPLE.

CONTACT your local Oasis Senior Advisor now!

Because the right place
means everything



Holiday Pops
Tis the season to be jolly with NVSO, as we present charming
evening and matinee performances of seasonal favorites. This
festive concert includes selections made popular by Mannheim
Steamroller and Trans Siberian Orchestra, Anderson’s popular
Sleigh Ride, and Berlin’s White Christmas. You and your family will
leave the concert in a festive holiday spirit as the evening culmi-
nates with a holiday sing-along and visits from Santa.

December 16 & 17, 2017

Concertos and More
Historically our most popular concert of the year, NVSO is
proud to present four of our own members as soloists in an
evening of concerto excerpts. This concert will feature Frank
Islas performing Vieuxtemps’ Violin Concerto No. 4, Suzanne
Johnsen presenting Wolf-Ferrari’s Concertino for English Horn,
and Nora Johnston performing Schumann’s Piano Concerto in A
minor.  The winner of the 2018 Summerford Violin Concerto
Competition will also be introduced.    

March 3, 2018

Best of BroadwayandOpera

The Las Vegas Master Singers joins NVSO to close out our 
season with a fun-filled musical extravaganza. Get set for favorite
opera classics and timeless Broadway standards, including Lloyd-
Webber’s Phantom, Verdi’s Triumphal March from Aida, Rossini’s
Barber of Seville Overture, and a Broadway show medley that 
incudes tunes from Mame, A Chorus Line, and Sound of Music.

May 19, 2018

Welcome to the 2017-18 Concert Season
North Valley Symphony Orchestra (NVSO) is a non-profit
community-based orchestra made up of multi-generational

musicians from the Phoenix North Valley.

Mark your calendar for the remaining 
concerts in our season!
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"On Broadway!"
Annual Fundraiser

Save the Date
February 10, 2018

5:30 p.m.
Moon Valley Country Club

Silent Auction
Special Guest Emcee

"Limited Release - $65 Tickets"
Order by Nov. 5, 2017

Prices go up to $75 after Nov. 5
Order Online at

NorthValleySymphony.org

NVSO Gala


